
Weekly Message, June 25, 2020 

Next Wednesday is Canada Day. Even though 2020 has been a bumpy 
ride so far, there is much for us to celebrate. We belong to a nation that is 
founded on Christian principles. The preamble to the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedom clearly states that “Whereas Canada is founded upon 
principles that recognize the supremacy of God and the rule of law”. 
Enshrined in the Charter are Christian values such as fairness, equality, 
and care for the less fortunate. Given the diversity of people in Canada, the 
founding shapers of Confederation decided we should not have one state 
recognized official religion. This was a bold and unusual move for its time. 
It was done because they did not want to privilege one group over another. 
They did not want to create a divide between the French Catholics of 
Quebec and the English Protestants in the other provinces. Even though 
we are founded on Christian principles, Christianity itself is not privileged. It 
is not over all other religions. Here in Canada we are free to worship as we 
choose. No one can tell us what to believe. It also means we can’t tell 
others how they should worship or believe. For to have faith is always a 
choice. Faith cannot be compelled. 

On this July first, there is much to celebrate in this unique experiment we 
call Canada. We celebrate how over the past few centuries, Canada has 
welcomed in immigrants from every tribe and peoples of the earth. Canada 
is a place where all are to be treated equally. The promise of Canada says 
it doesn’t matter where you came from, or when you came, for we are all to 
be treated the same here. We are all to have the same opportunities to 
thrive. We have built up institutions of care so everyone can receive the 
help they need. 

As great as this is promise of Canada is, we know the promise has not yet 
been fully realized. Events in 2020 have reminded us that there still are 
divides based on ethnicity, language, race, religion and class. The Black 
Lives Matter protests have highlighted the inequalities in our cities. And 
they are not the only group in Canada who are still not equal. The 
indigenous people of this land are still not treated with the rights and dignity 
they deserve. We still have not honoured our Treaties that we signed with 
these sovereign people. The indigenous peoples have been ruthlessly 
stripped of land, culture, livelihood and leadership with a devastating 
impact that has left them in poverty and with a crippling sense of 
powerlessness. A lot of the ’Indian problem’ here in Canada is in the racist 



attitudes we have towards a group of people who are also our brothers and 
sisters in Christ. For this reason we know that as Christians we need to 
repent and be reconciled with our brothers and sisters so we can all be 
healed. 

The fact we believe such terrible injustices can be healed is a sign of great 
hope for us. It shows our belief in our core values is still quite strong. For 
this reason on Canada Day we do celebrate the freedoms we have. We 
can in a spirit of love confront our own shortcomings so we may learn from 
our mistakes and be reconciled with one another. We have achieved great 
things, and we still believe even greater things are possible. It is because 
we believe in the power of healing and in the importance of justice that 
such conversations can and must take place. 

For this reason we can face all the future may hold, for we have the strong 
assurance that “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for 
his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is God’s 
faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3:22-23) 

With thanks, 

Rev. James Murray 
 


